
.

PRESIDENT

!+lph lliranda, \lD

\ ICE PRllSIDE\T

Uurra) IL Suswr, MD

SECRETARY

,Iormthan Cnllin, W)

TRE\S[ Rfi;R

Laurrrw \VfbsW, VI)

WT PRIXIDENT

Llichwl Jansun, W)

110W]) 01: I) IKIX’I’(JKS

Iklll.Ht?rklc\ HtYlcll

Jamrs R. BOII man. DC

‘lrrrs Chappdl, MD

,N (:zap

Kml 1Iarhin

Koberl Jtnkins, DC

‘Thnmas ~. ivwcl, \D

Gaj langham-llcNall}, (XN

Shari i,icbrrman, Ph.TJ

Conrad “dau] fair, DO

Harrj G. Prruss, VD

Jnhn Truwhridgc, MD

Julian M,\\ hitakrr, \ll)

Jnnalban \. \krighl, \lD

\l)\ ISOR) 110\RD

Jrffr(’} Bland, Ph,FI

Inlhony IIarnrll

Palricia Hawman, \IS, CM

Blanca Jaggrr

Gavin Mid

J(TI \h’(’SC

Mirhav]a ohm

Ruhrrl Rmwn, III)

Ilichad B. Schacblcr, \lD

Ilcrnic S. Sicgrl, W)

\largery ‘Tabankin

l;\lX:l ‘l’l\ 1; I) IKEXTOK

Candace (hmpbcll

AMERICANPREVENTIVEMEDICALASSOCIATION
P,O.BOX458 ~ GreatFalls,Virginia22066Q703.759.06620Fax703.75!l,6711o ww.apma.net

0860 ’99 JUN”7 P2:12
May 17, 1999

Michael A. Friedman, M.D.
Lead Deputy Commissioner (HF-1)
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20857

Dear Dr. Friedman:

By Facsimile and Mail

On behalf of the American Preventive Medical Association, I would like to
join People for Pure Foods in requesting the Commissioner of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration to stay the effective date of the proposed revisions to labeling
requirements for foods treated with ionizing radiation.

As you know, the agency published an Advanced Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking, Irradiation in the Production, Processing and Handling of Food, Docket
No. 98NO1O38, in the Federal Register, Vol 64, No.31, pp 7834-7838, February 17,
1999, and requested that written comments be submitted by May 18, 1999. People
For Pure Foods’ petition requested that the comment period be extended until
September 15, 1999. Because of the concern and confusion over the issue of
irradiation, we believe that it would be beneficial for the public and health care
practitioners to have more time to more fully understand the impact of the proposed
regulations, and to respond to the proposal. The subject of food irradiation has
generated considerable fear among consumers and practitioners alike, and we believe
that it would be in the best interests of all concerned, including the agency, to allow
more time for education, discussion and response on this matter.

The American Preventive Medical Association is a nonprofit advocacy
organization dedicated to creating a health care environment in which practitioners
can practice in good conscience, with the well being of the patient foremost in their
minds, and without fear of censure or recrimination for the use of complementary and
alternative therapies. We have members in 47 states and 7 foreign countries. In
addition, we co-chair a coalition representing over 300,000 practitioners in the United
States.

Sincerely,

1
Candace Campbell
Executive Director
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